
 
 

WMC SUPPORTS LEGISLATION ADDRESSING 

PERMITTING DELAYS 
 

 Reduce permitting delays by setting binding time lines of 2 to 3 years on the permitting process 

o Canada, Australia and Chile permit mines within 3 years to the same environmental 

standards as the U.S. 

o Provide efficient, timely, coordinated and thorough permit review 

 Require project appellants and litigants to post bonds to pay the cost of delays if they lose on appeal 

and in court 

 Return Federal Register Notice authority to the State BLM offices 

 Address Federal agencies’ aging workforce issues, by replacing and training new professionals 

 Incorporate best practices for coordination among state and federal agencies 

 Clarify responsibilities and avoid/eliminate duplication 

 

Permitting delays unnecessarily inhibit job creation and increase our dangerous dependence on foreign sources 

of critical and strategic minerals. If the United States is going to compete in a global mineral environment 

fueled by resource nationalism, it must adopt policies that guarantee access to lands with mineral deposits, 

provide a competitive tax regime, and reduce permitting delays.  

 

In a 2014 Behre Dolbear report ranking the 25 leading mining countries, the United States is tied for last with 

Papua New Guinea in permitting delays due to bureaucratic, litigation, and other delays, with an average 

7-to 10-year period required before mine development can begin. Consequently, the U.S. lags in attracting 

job-creating exploration dollars. The Metals Economics Group reports that the U.S., despite having significant 

mineral resources, attracts only 8% of total worldwide exploration dollars. 

 

Given these facts, and the significant economic contribution of mineral production on our National 

Forest and public lands, we urge Congress to enact policies and incentives that will reduce permitting 

delays and encourage investment and production of America’s vast mineral resources to supply the 

strategic and critical metals and minerals necessary to create and sustain U.S. manufacturing jobs, a 

robust economy, and our standard of living. 

 

Solutions 
Reform of the permitting system in the U.S. must carefully and credibly address the pitfalls of our existing 

outdated and underperforming system. 

 

Over the last several Congresses, there have been several bi-partisan legislative attempts to address the need for 

strong mineral development policies, including those addressing Critical Minerals as well as permitting reform. 

These past legislative proposals would allow the nation’s mining sector to support the nation’s expanding 

manufacturers’ needs.   

 

WMC asks for your support on Senator Murkowski’s bill that has been introduced, “American Minerals 

Security Act of 2015”, covering permitting delays in the context of Critical Minerals. As well, 

Representative Amodei is preparing a companion bill in the House of Representatives to address similar 

issues. This is expected in mid-April 2015. 
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             USGS Mineral Commodity Summaries 2015 
 

Permitting delays exacerbate our Nation’s reliance on foreign sources of minerals.  In 2014, the U.S.  

had become greater than 50% import reliant on 43 minerals, and 100% reliant on 19 minerals. 


